Project Bags
Supplies:

· 2 coordinating pieces of fabric, cut to 12”x24”  (you can use any length from 22-26”) 

· One piece for the outside, one for the lining.   I typically use drapery/upholstery remnants.  They add a little weight/shape to the bag.  If you are going to just use cotton then you should  probably apply some iron-on light-weight interfacing to the outside piece to give it some shape.

· 1 ½ yards coordinating ¾” wide ribbon. Use a high-quality ribbon, preferable satin.  Twills and other things won’t pull as nicely.

Directions: 
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LINING FABRIC:  With right sides together, sew 5/8” seams on the sides of the lining fabric  (Leave an opening of about 2” at the bottom of 1 side.  You will use this opening to turn the bag right-side out.


2. OUTER FABRIC:  With right sides together sew 5/8” seams on 
the side of the outer fabric.   Leave an  ¾” opening on each side 
beginning at 2” from the top.  This will be the opening for the ribbon.
3. PRESS all seam open---press them really well—this will be the 

only time you will ever be able to press them.

4. With right sides together, put the lining inside the outer fabric.  Stitch a 5/8” seam around the entire top.

5. Turn the entire piece right-side out through the opening that you left in the lining in step 1.

Once again, press everything….being sure to press the seam openings neatly and push out all the various corners.

6. Stuff the inside lining into the outside.  Be sure to press the top seam well.  You will now stitch the casing for the ribbon.

· Starting at one opening on the outside, being sure to reverse 

Stitch several times over the seam.  Run a line of stitchin 1  ½” from the 

top edge.  Run a 2nd line of stitching ¾” below the first line.   Be sure that
the seams are lying flat and open!  (NOTE:  your lines should run just  

above and just below the openings in the sides.  If  your measurements

haven’t been accurate, you will need to adjust the height of your stitching lines.)

7. Press everything really well again, and make sure that the corners or the lining are 

pushed all the way in to the corners of the outer bag.  You could stop at this point, the next step, however, will add a nicely squared off bottom to you bag.

8. Turn the bag totally inside out, so that the lining is showing.  Fold the bag, at each seam so that you get a nice triangle.  Stitch across the triangle (both layers) approximately 1 ½ inches from the point.  Repeat on the other side.

9. Cut ribbon into 24” pieces.  Thread one piece of ribbon through the casing starting on the right hand side—going all the way around the bag and coming out on the same side.  Thread the other piece of ribbon all the way around starting on the other side. 
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